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You’re spoilt for choice when 
it comes to places to visit 
in Florence, particularly if 
you’re interested in beautiful, 
historic buildings. 

Perhaps one of the most 
iconic landmarks in the city 
is the Cattedrale di Santa 
Maria del Fiore (Cathedral of 
Saint Mary of the Flowers), 
a vast gothic structure, built 
on the site of the 7th century 
church of Santa Reparata, the 
remains of which can be seen 
in the crypt. 

Italian sculptor and 
architect Arnolfo di 
Cambio started building 
the cathedral (‘duomo’ in 
Italian) at the end of the 
13th century. The ornate 
dome, which dominates the 
exterior, was added in the 
15th century, designed by 
one of the founding fathers 
of the Renaissance, Filippo 
Brunelleschi. Statues of these 
key Italian architects can be 
found outside the cathedral.

The dome (‘cupola’ in 
Italian) itself is spectacular. 
Once you’ve viewed it from 
outside, you can then climb 
the 463 steps to the top of the 
cupola. Not only will you get 

Florence’s foremost attraction: Cattedrale di 
Santa Maria del Fiore 

an amazing view of Florence, 
but you will also pass Giorgio 
Vasari’s famous fresco, The 
Last Judgment, up close. 

The Cattedrale di Santa 
Maria del Fiore is home to 
many works of arts, including 
Domenico di Michelino’s ‘La 
commedia illumine Firenze’ 
(‘Comedy illuminating 
Florence’). The painting 
shows the greatest Italian 
writer, Dante Alighieri, and 
his masterpiece, The Divine 
Comedy. Along with the city 

of Florence, the work depicts 
Hell, Mount Purgatory, the 
earthly Paradise and the 
celestial spheres. 

Interestingly, the painting 
is referenced by Dan Brown’s 
protagonist, Robert Langdon, 
in his novel, Inferno. 

Other frescoes of interest 
are the Funerary Monument 
to Sir John Hawkwood 
by Paolo Uccello, which 
features soldier-for-hire 
(‘condottiere’) Hawkwood, 
who fought in the Italian 

peninsula. There is also the 
Equestrian Monument of 
Niccolò da Tolentino by 
early-Italian Renaissance 
master Andrea del Castagno.

In addition to the 
extensive collection of art, 
other points of interest are 
the huge, one-handed clock 
above the entrance on the 
inside of the church. This was 
designed in 1443 by Paolo 
Uccello in accordance with 
the ora italica, where the 
24th hour of the day ends at 
sunset. The clock still works 
today. 

The cathedral is also 

notable for its 44 stained 
glass windows, depicting 
saints from both the bible’s 
New and Old Testament. The 
windows are work of some 
of the greatest Florentine 
artists of their time, such as 
Donatello, Lorenzo Ghiberti, 
Paolo Uccello and Andrea del 
Castagno.

Outside the Duomo is its 
Baptistry, built between 1059 
and 1128. It is renowned for 
its three sets of artistically 
important bronze doors with 
relief sculptures. The east 
doors by Lorenzo Ghiberti 
were dubbed by Michelangelo 

‘the Gates of Paradise’.
The Cattedrale di Santa 

Maria del Fiore is one of 
Florence’s most popular 
tourist attractions and no stay 
in the city would be complete 
without a visit!

Entrance to the Duomo 
itself is free, which may 
explain the long queue 
for entry. Admission to all 
5 monuments in Piazza 
Duomo (cupola, bell tower, 
baptistry, crypt, and Duomo 
museum) is 15 euro.
LAURAN ELSDEN

Address: Piazza del Duomo
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Around Florence  l

Fujifilm VisualSonics has 
designed Vevo MD, the 
world’s first ultra high-
frequency ultrasound 
imaging system that uses 
cutting edge technology to 
allow health professionals to 
visualise tiny anatomy that is 
not visible using conventional 
ultrasound. It is useful for 
imaging neonatal patients, 
using on tiny lesions or 
looking at subtle changes 
in blood flow. The system 
can be used for neonatology 
and paediatrics, vascular 
assessment, visualising 
anatomy such as nerves, 
thyroids and lymph nodes, 
musculoskeletal imaging and 
dermatology.

Valentina Dini, assistant 
professor at the department 
of dermatology, University 
of Pisa, says the ultrasound 
system they usually use 
has a lower frequency of 
20 MHz. In contrast, the Vevo 
MD has higher frequency 
and therefore can analyse 
the epidermis, dermis and 
structure of the skin, in 
particular follicles and small 
vessels in the dermis. 

According to Dr Dini, 
one application for this 
new product is for wounds 
and tissue repair. Using this 
device, health professionals 
are able to look at the wound 
edges and the structure of 

the wound bed. This can 
allow health professionals to 
‘differentiate more clearly 
between granulation tissue 
and devitalised tissue’,  
she says.

Dini explained that: ‘The 
device can be used across 
several dermatological fields 
including inflammatory skin 
diseases such as psoriasis and 
atopic dermatitis, and the 
images produced allow health 
professionals to monitor skin 
alteration. The device could 
also be useful for differential 

diagnoses between benign 
lesions and melanoma. 

‘The quality of the images 
produced by Vevo MD is 
very innovative in its field,’ 
concluded Dini.

To find out more about 
Vevo MD, visit the 
Fujifilm VisualSonics 
team at stand 28 and 
www.visualsonics.com

Vevo MD: why seeing more 
matters

To know more join our Satellite Symposium, 
TODAY, Giotto Hall @12.15 (lunch offered)

When the Cathedral’s famous dome was being built, architect Brunelleschi wouldn’t let the workers go down 
for their lunch break, saying the return trip would exhaust them, so he had food and wine brought up to them

Valentina Dini: quality of the images is very innovative




